
A New Farm Dog?
Mr. Dawson with a Puli (left) , a Chow (right) and two crossbreds

by Carroll P. Streeter

THERE are many good farm dogs
in the United States, and some of
the best ones are just plain "dog"

without a breed, much less a pedigree.
But maybe we are going to have a new
farm dog that will be better. Maybe.

Out at the Beltsville Experimental
farm near Washington, D. C, where the
scientists in the U. S. Department of
Agriculture carry on their work, an
interesting attempt is being made to
find whether intelligence can be bred
into farm animals. They are using dogs
to find out, because there is more differ-
ence in the intelligence of dogs than in
most other animals, and because dogs
can be easily handled.

You may wonder, as I did, of what
good intelligence would be in a pig, or
any other animal than a horse or a dog.
(Editor 's note: if it helped a pig decide
to go back through that hole in the
fence, the experiment would be worth
the effort.) But as W. M. Dawson, in
charge of the dog experiment, explained,
intelligence and temperament in an
animal are closely linked. And maybe
this experiment with dogs will show us
how to produce animals that will use
their feed to better advantage and that
will be easier to handle.

When abroad some years ago Sec-
retary Wallace was impressed by the
intelligence of the Puli dogs of Hungary,
and later a number of them were im-
ported for the dog experiment. They are
being crossed with Scotch Border Collies,
German Shepherds, Chows, and even
saucy little Scotch terriers. Naturally
the results are a little funny to look at,
but there are some interesting differ-
ences in the intelli gence of the dogs.

Helping Mr. Dawson is a full-fledged
psychologist—the first "dog psycholo-
gist" I ever heard of.

Some dogs are natural sheep herders,
as every farmer knows. That is inherited,
Mr. Dawson believes. In fact , the ten-
dency of such a dog to head off sheep is
a wolf characteristic, which means that
it has been carried through a lot of
generations of dogs.

Two kinds of clogs give Dawson his
most interesting problems. One is the
timid dog. "It's the dog who is afraid

that is apt to bite—he acts in self-de-
fense," Mr. Dawson explained. The
other is the smart dog. "I've got one
Puli here—'Sis'—that bluffs me and
outsmarts me whenever she can," he
went on. "She went through all the
intelligence tests right away, then got
bored with such stuff and just naturally
quit. She is forever starting a rumpus
among the other dogs and then watching
the fracas with amusement."

Dawson doubts that any dog he can
produce will be a better sheep dog than
the Border Collie, but that remains to
be seen. Anyhow the dogs are going to
show some interesting things about
animals-and perhaps even about human
beings.
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I ̂ ftjfffflftj f̂tj f̂tj f̂tjflH||ftj^HM^

f ^ ^ ^ ^M
Bvl *̂^^sT7l3 MODERNISTIC and ,
P**^H A R M L E S S^MARBLE DESIGNS/

Be sure thai /our children enjoy their Easter holiday by ordering ¦ ^Bk
Chick-Chick and Magic Wand today. Just send us 10 cents far one pack- I |l Q
age—20 cents for both—and your order will be filled by return mail. 1 \ J

Don't delay — act foe/ay / ^̂
FRED FEAR & COMPANY, BROOKLYN , N. Y. each

HopVRDP̂
KE

quiLfs
MEW Mountain Mist book f̂ck. / §k
1> shows 60 quilt designs, ma,ny Jatvgtv A < \MV>
In lull . color. Quilt expert tells B̂SJkBHt f̂ m̂Sabout designs, decoration value, vfluffWiSquilting methods, "how to make" t̂t/mr MTMM
Ideas. Learn about new-type nil- J£BBL$y ?mM
tag—"Mountain Mist" Cotton /ammmJwMm-makesqulltlngeasier and quick- U-M-ffff JMM
er—quilt looks puffier alter wash- /Sawa'MM
lng. Get .Mountain Mist Cotton , .SK«
at all dry goods and department MaHA ^mrm
stores. Send luo (coin preferred) m^^ t̂^mm
tor Mountain Mist Quilt Book. ftCTfinTOIRI
STEARNS « FOSTER Dipt MM WflJ/JWlMlM

Lockland, Cincinnati, Ohio MulKtVimilKUUM

fc^MAKE rop$23 '<? WEEKJ ĵL
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"D UNNING water—your family de-
¦** serves it"—the slogan of the

Electric Water Systems Council—
apparently expresses the sentiments of
farm women, and, what's more, they are
doing something about it.

Last year, reports the Council, f ive
times as many farm families installed
running water in their homes as in 1933.

Farmers are not waiting for elec-
tricity, for it is possible to put in non-
electric systems and switch over later,
if electricity comes.

Down in Tennessee last year the agri-
cultural extension service ran a truck
around the state with six types of watei
systems on it. Everywhere the truck
stopped for a demonstration the equip-
ment was attached to a well and pumped
water for two days. Farmers came from
all over the sixteen counties reached by
the truck—and more than 2,800 went
right home and put in water systems I

Farm women have long wanted run-
ning water systems, but their determi-
nation to have one has been increasing.

In recent years home improvements
have had to wait until equipment for
the farm business could be renewed.
But on many farms the urgent business
needs have been met and now home
improvement has become the most
urgent need. "It 's the farm home's
turn now."

Home Water Systems
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THIS ISSUE
New DrC88. In line with Easter custom, your
Magazine for April presents itself in new type, or "dress" as
the printer would say. It is attractive, it is larger than the old
type, and it is much easier to read. You will find it altogether
comfortable for your eyes when you sit down of an evening to look
over your Magazine. We hope that you like it, and that you will send
us a postcard telling us whether you do or not.

Ann Also you will note that the articles in this issue have been
grouped together in departments according to subject; that is, they have
been "departmentalized." This arrangement will, we are sure, make it
easier for you to find this or that thing of special interest to you.

Another HOUSC is presented on pages twelve and thirteen. We
believe it to be the most convenient farm home design that we have ever
seen. Moreover, it is attractive and it may be built at a moderate cost.
Because we consulted many farm women in planning this house it meets
the needs of the farm family. An interesting story lies behind the furnish-
ing of the living room by Orinne Johnson and the home decoration special-
ists of Sears, Roebuck and Company in Chicago. The room was actually
built to correct size, walls were papered, woodwork painted, curtains and
drapes selected and hung, rugs laid, and furniture put in place. Then the
room was photographed, and now we present the result.

Your Children is the name of a new department which covers the
full range of problems that parents meet in rearing their offspring. It will
include the usual contributions of Dr. Ramsey on health, and in addition
the helpful discussions and suggestions on child training by Mrs. Marion
L. Faegrc, member of the staff of the University of Minnesota Institute of
Child Welfare. She is nationally known for her understanding of her
subject , and what she writes about it. Moreover, having a family of her
own, she knows what other parents want to know. You may send us your
child problem questions for Mrs. Faegre or Dr. Ramsey to answer.

Personality and how to develop it concerns everyone, young and
old. That 's why Dr. Link's article on page seven is certain to interest
you. His suggestions are simple and practical. Try them. And if your club
is looking for a good program, read and discuss Dr. Link's article.

COMING
In May we are offering you a short story, "Seed Wheat ," by an author

whose recent book, "I Was a Share Cropper," aroused much discussion.
Harry Harrison KroII knows rural life thoroughly because he farmed and
taught rural school before he became a college professor and a writer.

One of the grand old men-of art is the sculptor, George Grey Barnard.
Throug hout his career he has done one notable piece of work after another,
but the climax has come in these latter years in his great Rainbow Arch,
an extraordinary memorial to peace. The story of this artist and an inter-
view with him by Carroll P. Strcctcr will be presented in May.

Trustworthy Advertising
THE advertising columns of THE FARMER 'S W I N E  Magazine constitute a

help ful guide in the purchase of worth-while products. The publishers do
not accept advertisements without satisfactory proof of the reliability of the
advertiser.

An advertisement carry ing the Reader Test Seal of Approval means that
the product advertised has been tried out in the rural homes of the Reader
Test Group.

We guarantee our subscribers against loss throug h actual fraud on the
part of an advertiser, provided the subscriber mentions THE FARMER 'S W IFE
Magazine when writing to the advertiser and complaint is niacle to us within
20 days of occurrence of the facts constituting the complaint. But we do not
guarantee against loss caused by honest insolvency or bankruptcy of an
advertiser.
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